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In the frame of his 2 day visit to Lebanon, the President of the World Bank Group (WB), Dr. Kim 
Yong Jim met with young people from universities and civil society organizations in an open 
debate that lasted over 70 minutes.

Dr. Kim inaugurated the debate by delivering a keynote speech, focusing on the challenges and 
opportunities facing the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, including unemployment, 
quality of education, sustainable economic growth and reforms needed to empower the region’s 
100 million Arab youth. He also equally emphasized the role of youth in Lebanon in “taking the 
country forward, and the importance of being optimist despite the shadow of the catastrophe 
unfolding in Syria”. Dr. Kim iterated that the 100 million Arab youth should have the chance to 
grow up in a region that is focused on creating jobs, not on conflict. 

He stated that the Bank’s strategy in the MENA region is to move forward, support co-existence, 
transparency, good governance, and inclusive economic growth.

Throughout his answers to young people’s questions, Dr. Kim remained general, highly 
diplomatic, and trying to give a human face to the world Capitalist system, and the work done 
by the WB by emphasizing that growth should benefit the poor and the marginalized, and that 
crony capitalism should be ended.  

The open debate with youth: a sample of the Q&A, which focused mainly on unemployment, 
nepotism in Lebanon, and the war in Syria and its impact on Lebanon.

The WB is financing electricity projects in 
Lebanon. Can you please tell us more on 
this?

Q1

The WB borrows money at a low interest rate, and 
lends at a low interest rate as well, along with giving 
free technical assistance to countries we lend money 
to. The WB does not give grants, but loans. We work 
with poor countries, and we believe this is a good 
investment. Concerning electricity projects, we try to 
promote the cleanest ways of generating electricity 
e.g. solar and wind sources. Concerning the project 
in Lebanon, I believe my Lebanon team has more 
details.   

A1

The Syrian conflict has had negative 
repercussions on Lebanon on various levels. 
Today, Syrian refugees make up around 1/4 
of the Lebanese population. To respond to 
this crisis, the WB allocated 150 million USD 
to Jordan versus only 10 millions USD for 
Lebanon. Can you please inform us what were 
the criteria for such budget allocation?

Q2

The WB has made enormous investments in 
Lebanon over the time. For instance, last year, 
the Lebanese government askedt the WB to 
put a report on unemployment (which has been 
continuously on the rise). We continue to support 
the Lebanese government to put up with the 
Syrian issue. We have established a multi- donor 
trust fund and have been calling for the support 
of donors.  

A2

In our country, quality education is very expensive; 
whereas public education lacks the skills and 
methods needed to enable students face the 
market challenges and the high competition 
there. How do you see the role of the WB in 
improving our economy, so that youth are not 
forced to leave the country to seek employment 
abroad?

Q3

Youth unemployment is high everywhere. I think 
we haven’t been practical at understanding how 
youth learn. We are forming a group focused at 
bringing the latest of science and technology 
and bring it to schools for students, so they 
can steadily compete in the global market place. 
There should be realism when planning to lower 
unemployment rates. 

A3

In Lebanon, unemployment rate is very high, as 
well as nepotism. Also, the public sector is nor 
efficient. It is hard for fresh graduates to obtain 
visas to work abroad. We know that the WB has 
allocated financial resources for Lebanon aimed 
at increasing employment opportunities. Being 
aware of nepotism and sectarian quotas, and all 
existing checks and balances in Lebanon, how, 
in your opinion, this could be done successfully?  

Q4

The nepotism issue or “wasta” is everywhere. 
It is a fact that more than 90% of jobs are in 
the private sector. Our support comes in 
different forms, such as: direct investment, 
loan provision, developing entrepreneurial 
capacities, financing certain sectors…

A4

 How do you intend to support Lebanon
 financially, especially in relation to the
 burden of hosting a large displaced
 population from Syria, knowing that the
 Lebanese government doesn’t have a
 for years, and has been (موازنة)   budget
spending from outside the budget?a

Q5

The issues of transparency and anti- 
corruption are huge issues for us, but 
we make extra efforts to ensure that 
our financing gets to its destination. 
Everywhere, the problem of not having a 
budget is usually due to political difficulties. 
But through my talks with Prime Minister 
Salam, he showed commitment to have a 
functioning government.  

A5

The Syrian issue has negative effects on the 
Lebanese economy and society. What is the 
WB approach regarding this?Q6

The WB has been on the fore front to measure 
the effects of the Syrian crisis on Lebanon. 
We have established a multi- donor trust 
fund to help Lebanon financially. Now, our 
job is to go out and talk about it. a

A6

You have mentioned that the WB focuses 
a lot on achieving “peace& development”. 
But when I think of “peace& development”, 
it is probably the United Nations, or some 
international right based NGOs that come 
to my mind, but not the WB. Will the WB 
change this image (of not achieving 
development)?

Q7

Now our focus encompasses additional 
sectors than achieving growth, such as 
status and role of women, climate change, 
ending poverty… we have started to focus 
on having growth revenues focus on 
education and health i.e. to invest in human 
beings.  

A7

Shortly before the “Arab spring”, the 
WB promoted Egypt and Tunisia as 
successful models for achieving 5% 
growth. Few months later, 2 revolutions 
took place in both countries, mainly as 
a result of poverty, economic disparities 
(beside the lack of freedoms). So, where 
is the credibility of the WB here?  

Q8

You are right; the WB focused too much 
on achieving economic growth, but less 
on investing in human beings. We have 
developed a strategy, recently (since I 
have been in office for 1 year), focused 
on ending extreme poverty, and having 
larger percentages of the population 
have a share in economic growth. The 
task of our team now is to ensure that 
growing economies include the poor 
and the marginalized, with a focus on 
women.  

A8

Aid is generally focused on Syrian 
refugees, but Lebanon, its communities 
and people also need aid, as we pay high 
economic cost for hosting Syrian brothers 
and sisters. What do you say on this?

Q9

Today I visited a project that provides 
assistance for the Lebanese communities. 
We will continue to do that for Lebanon. A9

There is a lack of political will to achieve 
development in Lebanon. The picture is 
gloomy. What is the substitute for sectarian 
corruption, in your opinion?

Q10

The WB is apolitical and we do not interfere in 
national politics. Through its cooperation with 
governments, the WB needs to focus on both 
crisis/ and long term support cooperation. But you, 
as citizens, need to monitor that public money is 
spent efficiently, and that it reaches designated 
recipients in a good way.  

Growth should be multi-faceted and should focus 
on education, and expansion of the private sector. 
One should have, as Gramsci said: “the pessimism 
of the intellect and the optimism of the will”.  You 
are pessimist because you are smart. My job is to 
find foundation for optimism.

A10

In Lebanon, being competent is not 
enough to get a job, given the spread of 
corruption, nepotism, and “wasta”. What 
measures does the WB take when giving 
loans to Lebanon targeted at minimizing 
unemployment? 

Q11

“Wasta”!! if I can fix it, I would do it 
everywhere. We live in times now where, 
with the presence of advanced technology, 
we have better communication and spread 
of information. This should enhance 
transparency. 

A11

In Lebanon, peace and political stability 
go hand in hand with good economy. 
Does the WB have some political plans 
for Lebanon? 

Q12

We don’t have political agendas. We try to 
help countries rebuild. We do our best to do 
our work well i.e. to work with the poor. A12

Do you have propositions on how to 
integrate women in the public sector?Q13

Now, we focus on programs that increase 
women participation. We promote good 
examples showing that growth is less 
when women are excluded. It is important 
to help women overcome the various 
legal and cultural obstacles that limit their 
participation in the labor market.  Today, 
women’s share in the labor force in the 
Arab world is at 20% only, the lowest rate 
worldwide. 

A13

We don’t interfere in national issues. We 
work when we are asked to work. A14

The WB made a commitment to improve 
education in Lebanon. Do you intend 
to contribute to correcting teachers’ 
salaries, a key issue in Lebanon today?

Q14

Instead of pledging for aid for the Middle 
East, including Lebanon, we call on you, 
as a multi- lateral player, to oppose wars, 
waged mainly to control oil in the Middle 
East.

Q15

We are not a country, not a company. We 
are a non political group focused on 2 
things: inspiring and re-directing countries 
who seek our help. I believe that there are 
enough financial resources in the world to 
end extreme poverty.    

A15
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